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Abstract

The feeding habits of 450 specimens of Mullus surmuletus (family: Mullidae), inhabiting
Benghazi Mediterranean coast, were studied monthly from January to December 2022.
The annual diet composition, monthly variations in the diet composition, the variations
of diet with length and the intensity of feeding were studied. Mullus surmuletus feed on

a wide variety of prey types: shrimp (51.9%) supplemented by amphipoda (17.3%),
decapoda (10.2%), polychaeta (7.9%), isopoda (5.8%), Bivalvia (1.9%) and others
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(5.1%). Shrimp, amphipoda, decapoda and polychaeta were found in all year round and
in all length groups for M. surmullus. . In the present study shrimp, amphipoda and
decapoda increased as the size decreased while polychaeta, isopoda, bivalvia and others
increased as the fish size increased for M. surmuletus. The feeding activities were quite
high during winter (82.5%) and autumn (68.0%). There are minimal rate of feeding
intensity recorded in spring (28.3%) and summer (44.7%) for M. surmuletus.

Keywords: Feeding habits, Mullus surmuletus, , eastern Libyan Mediterranean coast

Introduction Leséalf . 1
Oe 2l )zl clandl] Gle ganal L) ddjea 8 2ol la] el @lile el
Mladl Jas malin () 8 dage luhal) 03 Jia o Gl Yy sacall 03 B Cilad¥ )y il
b eyl cDile ST e Mullidae  sadsall e axs . (Uibein, 2007) éllewy!
713 Mo i Al ol @l culed I8 asa wy il Ll 8 2l yo Lol dad
.(Elbaraasi et al.2019.) dudll Lavsial)l paandl sad) sl & al) dld  Maa) (1
Wil e Jledll giall ) dalas¥) sl e Byal) edlY) Jaldl Jsh e g
Gae o ddo)l el G elld Laagly 5ie 400 (e B Gee e Javesiall (mal) aully
L) ol il gall 8 saalgs Jaagd Liads .(Bauchot, 1987) e 100 ¢ 8
ol By ¢ Analail) B8 ) dapal) Lig gl Jalsadl Jsla e el S ) Gl dis 0
Gaulsad) Able (o Gulinl i Jal (0 dayjl. (Aguirre, 1997) a5l adly Jawssiall
33«5 Pseudupeneus 5 Upeneus ; Mullus a5 ausidll sany) el & Basage
Lhsll L ol dlile (e (liagal) lesidl.  (Golani, 1994 ) .Parupeneus
dyll €lsN) (s (e ity Mullus barbatus s 5 Mullus surmuletus 4 yssl)
Elbaraasi et al., ) dulll hussidl (an) jadl 3 Leldll dlend) yliad disgiod)
e elsil (o yiinrg Lobaidl age ¢33 58 Mullus surmuletus issal) L (2019
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s 33.6 vie Jsh Sl Jiass &5 Glad) s b -(Ben—Tuvia, 1990) fiasin 25
ol g Ll ()i dale Joha e el dllud aladiuls s die aa 398.3 Ol
Cililolly gyl Jie el G e s L (Said et al., 2023) Lawsiall (=Y
A g salsr M sle Dgd Gule sy SIS e by @llsdY) samia Glaally
.Frimodt, 1995 and Mahmoud, et al., 2017)) <&,y 43580 (utilly panll auag dls j
sagasall 151 sain (0 MUllus barbatus iyl Wsl) exi Guiall (i e AV g5l
Hodl) ) Lasnall Byds 35uY) aally Brape sau (A ding Jacegiall () sl 3
s (Ben—Tuvia, A., 1990) Juiad) Jale N 4Lyl Joall (e duasg ey S
onle Glael o o8 aSan g5 3 aalally uaiiy yal) @l dacdss Wasa & dullal)
I (133 Lgaldas ()oSg dusaany Ljda o dilay o dlage (e 35d [5e 328 ) 10
o) -(Hureau, .1986) b yiills glyadl) 4 lisdlly Hlad) saaie Glull (e culad
Gl Al Ela s Gluhall e el Lulu¥) 5801 & Ayl g ol L3ally o3l il
(Froglia, 1988; dahisall Lugiall amnl) sl 3hlic dld bobhal & clie e
Labropoulau and Eloftheriou, 1997; Badalamenti and Riggio, 1989 and
G ol lacsgiall () b alaal) 4l GsS ol ells s Mahe et al., 2014 )
) aall ol (e doyaall Ll T 4NN clale Jolim Ay (o e giall o oS ol
Gy Jale Ald L3l Sl Jeate Caag 2038 ) Jaall 138 Caagy sl 4uull) Ja il
A8l Clsied) agdl uled s B oacla o (Sa sy ol agiddl ) el
Ayl dahaid A5ld) )3 A b cDle il

Materials and Methods &l (3 kg algall. 2

daulgy M. surmuletus sl Wsl d<ew Zuhdll g5 (e 450 dos cilisal) pes
Ombe 85dll DA Jawssiall aan¥) pall e Jhaall alll 8580 (gl dala Gle all dlag
¢ aiially (TL) LS Jhall dimass o5 (1 JSA) ad WS 2022 jraws Sing by e (se
i (b ) lebsine IS Jaig Woha lgandy 5are S =38 ilblee a3 ahalls S (ll
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Adiad Al sarall £Dia) dayo (el S Ahall 028 AL elall (e Bpria daaS e (S5ian iria
e bl eyl saed) (e D5 4 32 0 ) ciia sy pad) il e
13 Tk ellyg sl e JalSIL Aibiaal) sanally oD g Ll 2D ¢ DY) Ciaal ¢ sDUaY]
Ahall 558 (DA Jgeailly iYL 2l sads 45130 @bl Ly 5 (Pillay (1952)
@l Je g S jgaall caad lgaasdy dajlall ilial) (e Banddl Gliginse Al cua
il Bl e ¥ alaall aladiuly (Ses i (ssime S ) sty il 5
cilale iy dayhy  Frimodt, 1995; Gobashi, 1996 and Golani et al. 2006).)
A0 Alaleall (e Laddiad cadpall g ol Aaally ol

%N = number of prey /total number of prey x 100 (Hyslop, 1980).

o =259

h. North

Mediterranean Sea T
a8

Scale 1 : 5000 000

I I
Km 200 o

Jgiall jadd) (Ao Lt @b Glads Jal (2 dual) gBiga ez (1) JS&

Results il .3

Annual diet composition s"\:\M\ Bl cligal) 1.3

Sl U5 magy Gy ¢ Anpmall LU Aau Bane e 3 laa 1€ S gl IS
Baxia (a5 Decapoda Ja ¥l aibjylie « Amphipoda Jas¥) cilagaies « Shrimp
(e e g Bivalvia glyaal @liliy ¢ Isopoda )iyl 45liiag ¢« polychaeta «llgiy)
Graall % 51.9 jag ((2) ) JKE e Cun ¢ Ayl dSen el daadil) i<l
Asyal 8% 17.3 da V) dagade ciin) L ¢ piaall e el (pe ) ghall ey (53
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D) Glaaeiag % 10. 2 Aoy Jag¥) clydie Lol ¢ o1l 3 daaal) Cus (e Al
AEAR) dsall cul€y L(71.9) glyad) @liliy (£5.8) day¥) clbsluie el «(%7.9)
s psungal) alabally gyl o aria ClaSy sdilly el ehial ge Blie $AY)

(/5.1) Ui

Percentage (%)

Food items

A e ¢ bad Gl gl dalu (b daal) Ll sl dSand A3 cligSall G (2) Jsad)
82022 jiasit — b ,ed (e duball ba o) Jaygial)
Monthly Variations in Diet Composition )il gsiaa 4 gl clpail) 2. 3
alall Jish (glass dalu b uball DA dpsall LWLl die 450 20a] 45050 <5<l
Loyl sl a8l Amphipoda Ja ¥ cilasates ¢ Shrimpgyuall lgad cua 22022
duedd) bl ¢ (1) o) Jsaall elasg ddeyll Wbl aSand alad) PA (% 69.2) iy
Lildy Shrimp (gyeall o) mags duhall g9 sara (e A 450 2221 ol2all Gl
polychaeta &llsi¥) saxia lung Decapoda Jay¥) 4,lées Amphipoda JaY)
by sl el A Isopoda da ¥ dagluiie caid) Laing ¢ duhall (e alall DA 535250
pladall i) LS ¢ jranng gy sl eedl) 8 Bivalvia glyaall cilal sagall Leads

Al e alall DA g€ dan) el Sng b sl 0 Other agiage
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Food items
Month Shri | Amphipo | Degapo | Polycha | Isopo | Bivaly | Othe
5 No.| mp da da eta da ia rs
Jan.
[2022) 39 66.8 19.8 8.9 4.5 A A A
Feb. 40 61.5 16.2 11.9 10.4 A A A
Mar. 34 60.8 15.8 131 31 5.8 1.5 A
Apr. 44 57.8 151 10.8 7.8 6.7 1.8 A
May 34 44.6 326 7.2 8.4 5.4 1.5 0.3
Jun. 39 40.1 327 10.7 6.1 4.1 2.3 4.1
Jul. 48 51.4 15.7 11.9 9.9 7.8 2.3 11
Aug. 28 50.4 233 101 4.6 4.2 2.5 4.9
Sep. 33 56.3 12.3 10.5 71 2.7 3.2 79
QOct. 53 50.7 11.2 9.9 13.7 7.7 5.9 A
Now. 25 a41.7 51 121 10.2 9.4 51 16.4
Dec. 33 40.6 8.2 5.4 91 16.8 A 19.9
Average | 45
% 1] 51.9 17.3 10.2 7.9 5.8 1.9 51

Feeding habit in relation to fish size 4Seull anay lgiBe g 40l cisle 3 . 3
S pe 12.5 e clid 7 ) ddvad) A<eud Ik Sl (2) &) dsaall el
elaall clglis Al anall 58l g gl (a ol3a)) ans dnd Cilidig ¢ 0w 0.9 Jualis an 19.4
Al ¢ el O 2 Gan. ysal) ldall Joliny 63 jueal) aaall ge ¢ aaall 5
e S Isopoda da)¥) clsluiey « Polychaeta @llsdl) saxie laag ¢ dayV)
Ja V) &ily  Shrimpgyuall ana abajl duhall el Ly clial) Jlsh) Gl sana
o=iTig ¢ duhall ggi 8ab) aas ae Polychaeta jledl) saxie olung Amphipoda
Gljlaall el ol Liady - 3€eadl aaa 50l) pe SledY) 5aie Glually dag¥) cilagaie
kYl Glegene (B cijghs & ¢ aw 17.7 =12.5 Gl JishY) Glegana A Bivalvia
sl Other aginga) gl jeks L % 1.55 16.8% daty 2w 19.4 = 17.5 sl
ol Gilegane Gl 5« % 0.7 &ty o 17.4 = 16.5 ule JIshY) Gl gana 85

e 19.4 - 18.5 pule JlokaY) V) Clegana 4% 17.2 dad Lo
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Aaal) LWLl dlaud alaal (e 450 gad dilide cilind A3 aUail) ggina giags (2) )
12022 sramws (A) pls 0o 3R IS Ll Gud glaS Jalu B

Siz Food
groups items
Polychaet Bivalvi | Other
[cm) NoO. | Shrimp | Amphipoda | Decapoda a Isopoda a 5
12.5-13.4 67 44.8 11.3 131 147 16.1 B B
13.5-14-4 66 44.9 13.3 21.9 13.3 6.6 B B
14.5-15.4 60 45.4 13.3 21.6 13.3 6.5 B B
15.5-16-4 68 52.5 17.4 18.9 5.8 2.5 B B
16.5-17-4 61 52.6 17.9 19.1 8.9 1.7 B 0.7
17.5-18.4 68 52.3 17.9 B 7.9 1.6 16.8 3.6
18.5-1%.4 60 82.7 18.1 B 71 1.6 21.5 17.2

Llghll Clogana B alak 23sd (B)  dushe daiS lgie e clibyll ¢ Alisda

Feeding intensity 4l sa&4 . 3

Al Chemi saaall 3 duaal) Wl Al A (pe lise sl (3) by Jsaall b
e % 55.9 Aoy a8 b % JMZ\.\EJA\&M?L&HUM\}‘ daheal) dadig
e o ggian g ¢ Al samall <l cliall G 8¢ Lebiat 5 ) il s
3 (s5ine o)) Ctiy - il Jaal 0 %44.2 oty @ % Al b G Jiea
il oliall (ggia i ¢ (%68.0.7) canally (%82.5) Lty Ll Juad DA adlije
(4) dsaall 8 e WS (%44.7) Cirall duady (%28.3) ot ga)l) St &

b Auaall LU dlaud alaal (e 450 Al Akl sadl dogdl) clpiill mag (3) Jssal
2022 prad (Al by O 5580 A Ll 3,4 (Glad Jalu

The degree of distension of the stomach
No.of
Months fish Empty | Trace 1/4 a% 1/2 3/14 Full b %
(‘21322-) 39 11.4 A A 11.4 13.1 | 48.3 | 27.2 88.6
Feb. 40 23.2 A A 23.2 154 | 15.4 | 46.1 76.9
Mar. 34 8.0 30.1 39.9 76.0 13.9 | 10.1 A 24.0
Apr. 44 26.2 22.7 | 26.3 75.2 8.9 A 15.9 24.8
May 34 26.0 21.1 16.8 63.9 16.0 2.0 18.0 36.0
Jun. 39 10.0 5.0 45.1 60.1 A 40.0 A 40.0
Jul. 48 10.0 4.0 44.0 58.0 20.0| 22.0 A 42.0
Aug. 28 24.0 24.0 A 48.0 240 | 28.0 A 52.0
Sep. 33 20.0 10.0 8.0 38.0 10.0 | 26.0 | 26.0 62.0
Oct. 53 10.0 10.0 15.0 35.0 25.0| 14.1 | 25.9 65.0
Nov. 25 23.2 A A 23.2 154 | 15.4 | 46.1 76.9
Dec. 33 16.0 2.0 A 18.0 12.0 | 20.0 | 50.1 82.1
Average 450 44.2+13.6 55.9%16.7
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) 130 B s1 aas = (A) Agie AaiS Lgie e clilull sclliadla
dalu b duaall L dilaud alaal (e 450 (lgad 3 5a&) i) il gy (4) Jgaa

2022 sasd Y ki on SR A Lt G Sl

The degree of distension of the stomach
No. of
Seasons fish Empty | Trace 1/4| % 1/2 34| Full %
Winter 112 16.9 0.7 B 17.5 [ 13.5 | 27.9 [ M11 82.5
Spring 112 19.4 246 [ 277 |7 |[129 | 4.0 | 11.3 28.3
Summer 115 14.7 11.0 [ 29.7 | 55.4 [ 14.7 | 30.0 B 44.7
Autumn 111 17.7 6.7 7.7 | 32.1 | 16.8 | 18.5 | 32.7 68.0
O

dail) 138 (b o3 2agy a3 B ¢ % distall Ll lgie e il : Aliada
Discussion 4d:dlall . 4

(Froglia, 1988; (saulsuall alilal adliall clalall duhy lseli fialdl e 2l
Badalamenti and Riggio, 1989; Labropoulau and Eloftheriou, 1997; Muus
L . and Nielsen, 1999; Mahe et al., 2014 and Mahmoud et al., 2017)

M. Gl Ll aSend A1) (ggimall b 8 dac i) Gl (e aaall of Zahall ek
Shrimp (gueall Jie  oalll Jacsgiall Gan ) adl) Jalis 31L8 Wslidawal 3 Al SUrmuletus
Jao¥) Glasaig Polychaets  jlaiy) saamia (lang (Decapods Ja¥) @bjlics «
A8l QlgSall Gany Ll dpeldll K e (sdam dSadd) ) e Jy Amphipods
Baasie g ¢ Jag¥) Clagaies @ueall o giaa (8 cald J<0 058 L DR ae

poagall o132l (amg Bivalvia ghuadl cliliiy Isopoda da)¥) dugladag el
dage A1) ClsSall o2 yiad Liady ¢ Dulcic (2002 ) caldl ae ilsi a9 Other
Okl 3l (Machias and Labropoulou , 2001) zit as (38l55 138y duall d<aud
DY) suae Glually Molluses cljladly (symeall (e Loyl L3Y) e ciliginal o3a
Ll Canlia At gl Ay - daalaall @llead) e J8I dayny Crustacean <l
a8 Sl Sl Jss M. barbatus ddeyl) Ll aSend AL g5 Gl ae

clyaal e um ) (Gharbi and Ktari (1979) (uisi dalsal Jagiall ()
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Polychaeta saxidl jlad¥) cilgd olaally « Amphipods Ja ¥ 4a933) Crustaceans
& wliall e Layachi et al., (2007) Lad 26l LS ((Isopoda Jay¥) cbslias ¢
Oaas das¥) clagiie e (gint Al ASlgiad) At 23231 ) 48 ) Coprall Jalou
Ja¥) aljlie e Lglll L2V Lawg Bivalves g adl cliliiy ¢ i) suae
g ale Sy .Nematodes lagilaiy « Isopods Ja)¥) clbgluiag « Decapods
s LS. (Honda, 1984) e s pe adle Jsmal) o 5)0alls )32 (s5ine culilliia
M. barbatus ey Wil sadsadl jaal) (gysll Able aii e gl 2a) o)) (i) Gy
Buxe Glaally Shrimp (gyueall (e &bﬂ (Ao gena o (sdaml dol)l) alacy) & A
Gsisa e iy L 12y (Ben— Eliahu and Golani, 1990) polychaeta L2yl
355t ial) lilee e AN Jogll (30 20aS 35msr A yaall Ll ASaud il (e el
S Aahal iSaw e salgall Alle gl (e Bl 5ok o) Cpfiald) (g L aelsll
Capdlly il Jood PIa 13 dlle L3l datil o) day Cus ¢ Baengall Cbril) Gans
(Frimodt, 1995 and  Cavally au)ll b & g5l auuge 209 Ji L dall d<
dead A Llle Zdal) Lol o5 o3 4oyl 4<edd) e Mahmoud, et al., 2017)
laa5 (Muus, and Nielsen 1999 ) xujll Juad ga Ay (g ¢ Canally oladlly Can il
Bautista-Vega, ) Jawsiall () adl o Jlad sl saall gl and eyl ae 3
Pauly ) gl auld a8l (e ajall ) e zlias 5ISH) avse S35 (2008
.(and Christensen, 2000

Conclusion g uiuwy). 5

A dayy AW M surmuletus  dojaall Wil 48w g9 b et Ll dahall e
i bl s saamie gl o (o Cua ¢ A0 L@hle & AAEN) o
M. sl Caagiod g5 o) dtieg 38y . Nl e daf¥) clbydie s cililesls (gl
clEdl e gl b dacadie ) haugid)l ganl) sl sl e SUMUletus

. Lalgll dlgal
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